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Message from our President 

Carol McCool 

 
The past couple of months have been a little quite as everyone is getting ready for the Christmas season. 

I attended a luncheon for ex-service women at Kedron-Wavell Services Club in October and the day was 
great. Thank you to the hosts and all who attended. 

At the R.A.A.F.A delegates meeting held in October and things were in a bit of an array as the sad passing of 
the state secretary had meant that the assistant would normally take over the duties but unfortunately she had 
not been advised of the meeting by mistake and so I had been delegated to take on the duties for the day. 

Luckily someone has put up their hand to take on the position and Mrs Fran Bridget from the Redcliffe 
Branch has been appointed the new State Secretary. 

There was quite a bit of a debate about the proposal put forward to create a new name for the national 
branch and a new constitution. My husband Stewart who represented the Redcliffe branch pointed out a few 
like the matter of confidentially at these meeting and stated at matters discussed at these meeting should be 
taken back to state and branch meetings for their attention. 

He mentioned that there should not be any conflict of interest as we should have the same ideals and 
objectives, and also that the presidency should be an automatic rotation between the states and territories, on 
yearly or 2-3 yearly basis. 

The meeting decided not to support the proposal as it stands and will take back a different alternative 
at the next meeting. 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish all the members and their families a very merry 
Christmas and happy and prosperous New Year. 

****************************** 

2017 WRAAF Branch Meetings  

Meetings are held on the 3rd Saturday in January and then on the 2nd Saturdays in March, May, July, 

September & November at Ann Street Presbyterian Church Trust Offices Meeting Room at 143 Ann Street 

Brisbane (located between office tower at 145 Ann Street and the Church).  Access is by Security Card so 

you will need to arrive by 9.50am at the latest and a Committee member will let you in. 

  

21 Jan 2017 11 March 2017 

13 May 2017 8 July 2017 

9 Sept 2017 11 Nov 2017 

****************************** 

SOCIAL CALENDAR 2017 
 

Date                     Event 

Sat, 18 Feb  Bundaberg & District RAAFA’s 30th birthday celebration, $25 per person. 

Bundaberg Services Club, 1130 for 1200.   

Tue, 25 April  ANZAC DAY March followed by lunch at Berkley’s on Ann 
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WE, 14-16 July  Bundaberg & District Ex-Servicewomen’s Association long weekend 50th Annual 

Birthday Reunion & A Salute to Ex-Servicewomen Exhibition, “Across the Waves 

Sports Club”.   

Sun, 30 July  Council of Ex-Servicewomen’s Church Service, St Andrews Uniting Church, 1100 - 

1130 

Sat, 19 Aug  Council of Ex-Servicewomen’s Tri-Service Lunch, Geebung RSL, 1130 - 1200 

Wed, 13 Sep  Council of Ex-Servicewomen’s Pine Rivers Memorial Service, 1100 followed by 

lunch 

WE, 20-22 Oct  Hervey Bay Ex-Servicewomen’s Social Club Birthday long weekend celebration 

****************************** 

VALES  

 

Thankfully no Vales for this period but did you know this?  

 

If you wish to have your final resting place marked to record your membership of the WRAAF a letter 

needs to be sent to the War Graves Commission requesting permission for use of the WRAAF Crest on a 

grave site.  Give as much personal detail as possible. They require your maiden name, service number, dates 

of service, date of birth and date of death.  

 

***************************************** 

WHAT HAVE WE BEEN DOING? 

 

Townsville air show and open day, 15th – 16th October 2016 (Janet Noack) 

 

Along with some 78 thousand aircraft enthusiasts, Branch Members Ellen Thompson, Jan Nichols, Heather 

Mewitt and Janet Noack experienced a rare aviation spectacular as the sky over Townsville’s The Strand 

foreshore was a buzz with aircraft for the Defence Air Show. 

 

Due to the extreme wind conditions, the initial start to the air show had to be cancelled. We unfortunately 

did not get to see Alan Moss jump out of an aircraft at 14,000 feet flying a 35kg 1500sq foot Australian Flag 

flanked by two experienced smoke flare jumpers.  Both the 1 o’clock and 4 o’clock skydives had to be 

cancelled. 

 

But nothing could stop the United States Air Force F-16 Fighting Falcon opening the show with an amazing 

burst of speed and thunderous sound. With a full load of fuel, F-16 Fighting Falcon can withstand up to nine 

Gs (nine times the force of gravity).  This aircraft certainly got everyone’s attention as it not only opened the 

air display, it was also the closing aircraft spitting out flames as the sky darkened.  Unbelievable!! 

  

Historical aircraft like the Lockheed Hudson, Catalina, Mustang, DHC-4 Caribou, Neptune and RAAF AP-

3C Orion were such a contrast to United States Air Force F-16 Fighting Falcon, the RAAF Hawk 127 and 

the F/A-18F Super Hornet.  We all love the old but got a greater buzz when those magnificent jets “do their 

Thing”. 

 

All the children around me oohed and aahed when the Air Force Roulettes took to the air.  They performed 

breathtaking formation-aerobatic displays in their PC-9/A aircraft. – using only hand-eye coordination – at 

speeds of up to 590km/hr.  Most of the Roulettes have more than 3000 hours of flying experience. They 

were incredible to watch.  An awesome afternoon followed by a brilliant finale – a 30 minute fireworks 

display over the ocean.   
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I had enjoyed an unbelievable day with my nephew David, his wife Dee and their lovable children, 

particularly the two littlies as they swam in the ocean, built sandcastles and played with all the children 

around them and not one SPAT! . And even more unbelievable was with a crowd of 78,000+, I not only 

caught up with Ellen, Jan and Heather once, but three times!!! 

 

All aircraft from the Defence Force Air Show (a total of 25) were on static display at RAAF Base 

Townsville’s Open Day the following.  But that’s another story.  

 

********** 

Combined RSL Centenary Luncheon Yeronga Services and Community Club, Thursday 27 Oct 2016 

(Janet Noack) 

 

I attended this luncheon on behalf of Carol and without a doubt; it was the best I had attended all year. A tasty 

3 course meal with whatever you wished to drink. However, it was not the food and wine that marked this 

day, but meeting the delightful Grace Quane (nee Dwyer) and the charming Joyce Dallas. Joyce Dallas 

(Predeaux) had served during the war as a Teleprinter Operator at Archerfield, Brisbane WT from 1941-1943.  

Unfortunately we were not seated at the same table and my conversation with Joyce was limited. 

I was however, seated beside Grace Quane who joined the WAAAF in 1942 and served until 1945 as an 

Equipment Assistant. Her postings included Brisbane 3SD; USLO (United States Liaison Office), and 

Toowoomba 7SD. 

 

A Little bit of history on the side:   7SD buildings were camouflaged to look like lakes on aerial photographs 

– a Japanese dignitary visiting the area in the 1960’s asked if he could see the town’s lakes and produced a 

wartime map indicating the general area of 7SD.  After surveying the site, he smiled and casually commented 

“If we had known (this), we might have bombed you” 

 
Janet Noack, Joyce Dallas (Predeaux) & Grace Quane (Dwyer) 

 

I enjoyed a wonderful chat with Grace and plan to catch up with her in January along with several other 

Triple A’s who uphold the tradition of meeting each month (whenever possible) at the Shingle Inn. 

********** 

 

Hervey Bay Ex-servicewomen’s Social Club, October 2016 reunion (Jill Buckland) 
 

Hervey Bay Ex-Servicewomen once again put on a great 3 days of fun and entertainment. The theme this 

year was “My Island in the Sun”.  The Beachside Motel was booked out with groups of WRAAC and Ex-

WRAAF girls.  Our unit was shared by Rosie Forster, representing the Council of Ex-Servicewomen, Vi 

Speis, Val Machin and myself. We had fun at night sharing a few drinks and playing board games with Julie 

Chapple and her WRAAC mates from next door. 
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As the theme for the weekend was “My Island in the Sun”, festivities began with the Firewalking get 

together Friday night, the Hula Hula fun luncheon Saturday and the Tribal farewell Sunday.  The dress code 

for the weekend was “your favourite island dress” which was embraced by the majority with many 

Hawaiian leis and shirts to be seen at all the tables which were adorned with sea shells etc.  

 

Saturday there was a competition for the best dressed and while not many wanted to get up and make a fool 

of themselves the WRAAF girls and several others embraced centre stage in our versions of tropical wear. 

The outcome was that Val Machin won 1st prize with her outfit which included a very stylish sun hat. Vi 

Speis and I were the runners up. There are some photos doing the rounds but may be censored.  

 

The whole weekend was a wonderful success thanks to all the hard work of the Hervey Bay Ex-

Servicewomen. A lot of hard work was put in behind the scenes and the RSL as always made us most 

welcome. We look forward to returning next year. 

 

********** 

Xmas lunch Kookaburra Queen, 10 Nov 2016 

 

Sailing majestically down the brown river in a paddle steamer with a Dixie Jazz Band playing, the air so 

humid you could almost see it, fans whirring futilely and a cooling breeze wafting in through the open 

windows – 50 of us could have truly believed we were on a river boat on the good ole Mississippi!!!!  With 

the possible exception of those who have really been on a river boat on the Mississippi that is, for we were 

actually on the Brisbane River having our 2016 Christmas lunch on the good ship Kookaburra Queen. 

 

A good time was had with several ladies – who shall remain nameless 

– seen “dancing” along the balcony to the strains of Sweet Georgia 

Brown.  The band was good and created a riverboat atmosphere.  The 

buffet food was plentiful and the drinks system worked - as 

evidenced by the aforementioned dancing display - despite the 

initially confusing voucher system.   

 

On the down side it was a bit of a tight squeeze with the tables so 

close we all had to breathe in very, very deeply to get out.  

Unlucky if you chose a window seat!!! However the window 

seats – as well as having a view – were lucky for providing 

the only cooling air.  The fans were certainly not up to the job 

and our Secretary has given the KQ some excellent feedback 

in regard to these issues. 

 

We managed to dock just before the storm hit Brisbane and 

get into the bus just as the rain started pelting down.  Our 

thanks to our bus driver Linda Hamer (ex-WRAAC) for 

getting us through the dark, wet, traffic clogged streets to the 

station and the bus terminus.  A few of us got wet getting into the station but after the sticky heat of the 

afternoon it was a bit of a relief to cool down a bit. 

********** 
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RAAF Townsville Aviation Heritage Centre, 16 Oct 2016 (Janet Noack) 

 

WHEN IS A MUSEUM NOT A MUSEUM? 

 

Unfortunately on Sunday 16th October, I found out!   I had arranged with Ellen, Jan and Heather to meet 

inside the WAAAF Display Nissan Hut located at RAAF Townsville Aviation Heritage Centre.  I was 

finally going to meet Mrs Mary Hilbig and have the pleasure of seeing the fantastic display of WAAAF and 

WRAAF memorabilia Mary had gathered over many years and from numerous contributors throughout 

Australia.  

 

Oh Dear Me……………this is what we found………………. A sign saying 

“Sorry 

This Display Area is temporarily closed. 

The “Women of the RAAF” Display Is on loan to Canberra.” 

 

 
Jan Nichols, Janet Noack, Ellen Thompson & Heather Mewitt 16/10/2016 

 

****************************** 

THE WAY WE WERE – 40th Anniversary 

 

This year, come the 1st May, it will be 40 years since the WRAAF was disbanded and we were integrated 

into the RAAF.  It was supposed to be a final milestone in the inequalities that existed between airmen and 

airwomen – following on from being allowed to stay in after marriage and pregnancy and equal pay.  Only 

combat musterings remained closed to us  

 

Those of us who were still in in 1977 probably have mixed feelings and memories about the “integration”.  

It was the end of a “sisterhood” that we were all proud of but we are still “a force to be reckoned with” 

thanks to our commitment to our ex-WRAAF groups, our friendships and our reunions. 

 

Remember bed rolls, bed checks, Orderly WRAAF, Monday night panics, drawer inspections and applying 

for weekend leave?  My particular bugbear was having my drawers inspected and I told a WRAAF officer 

that having this done to me – at the age of 24 – was offensive as even my mother wouldn’t do it.  She was 

not impressed with my attitude!!!!  But to this day my drawers still look like they are awaiting inspection.   
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One memory I have of the integration – other than the equal pay which I recall taking some time to take 

effect – was having to replace our WRAAF hat badges.  I deliberately kept wearing the old one until an 

eagle eyed officer ordered me to change over. 

 

****************************** 

THE WAY THEY ARE NOW 
 

Some light reading 

Women in the ADF: six decades of policy change (1950 to 2011)    Click here or go to 

 

http://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/FlagPost/201

5/December/Women_in_the_ADF 

 

 

Or a good read for the New Year 

One Woman's War and Peace: A Nurse's Journey in the Royal Australian Air Force 

 

 

By: Wing Commander Sharon Brown (Retd.) 

 

In 1999, idealistic 23-year-old Registered Nurse Sharon Brown left her 

comfortable family life in Tasmania and joined the Royal Australian Air Force 

with the aim of providing humanitarian aid to the world. Through her 16-year 

military career she deployed on three operations, barely survived a helicopter 

crash, struggled to return to military service, mixed in political circles in 

Canberra and around the world as Aide de Camp to the Minister for Defence, 

and commanded a combat surgical team during some of the most intense 

fighting in Afghanistan. During this time, she lost her mother to breast cancer 

and almost lost her policeman father to a homicidal psychopath on his way to 

shoot dead his girlfriend but who decided to kill a cop instead. 

 

From teaching East Timorese orphans to learn English to tending to wounded Coalition soldiers choppered 

into her surgical team from deadly battles on the Afghan dust, Sharon’s story is that of a sheltered civilian 

RN becoming a military Nursing Officer and a commander. Her military service was unique, varied and far-

reaching but came at the cost of her physical and mental health. A broken back, shattered jaw and Post-

Traumatic Stress Disorder are the price she has paid for a remarkable and inspirational career in the Royal 

Australian Air Force. 

 

****************************** 

65th Anniversary National WRAAF Reunion 2018 – IT’S ON !!!!! 

 

The South Australian WRAAF Reunion is on the 6th, 7th, 8th April 2018.  

 

We are looking into accommodation and venues for this function – too early for prices as yet. 

 

http://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/FlagPost/2015/December/Women_in_the_ADF
Newsletter%202016%20Oct-Dec.docx
Newsletter%202016%20Oct-Dec.docx
https://www.qbd.com.au/search/?q=Wing+Commander+Sharon+Brown+%28Retd.%29
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We are selling lovely white handtowels with state or territory flowers with WRAAF embroidery for $15.00.  

There are also dark blue with light blue WRAAF embroidery Polo Shirts $40.00; Sleeveless Vests $50.00; 

Ladies Scarf of light blue with dark blue WRAAF on the bottom, a beautiful warm fleecy material $22.00 

and Jackets for $55.00.  When ordering clothes, please include chest measurement either in inches or cm.  

Numbers only no letters.  [[I think this means - Measurement and not size number]] 

 

Cheque, money orders or Credit card details (number and expiry date and CCU) 

Please contact Laeraine on (08) 9306 2681 any time. 

 

Expressions of interest are being called for and a $10 registration is payable and should include a 

stamped, self-addressed envelope.  Please contact Judy Bland at gjb41@bigpond.com or write to 

WRAAF Branch, AFME, Bull Creek Drive, Bull Creek, WA 6147. 

 

****************************** 

RAAF NEWS ONLINE 

You can access the latest RAAF News – now simply called Air Force – online by going to  

http://digital.realviewtechnologies.com/?xml=defencenews_airforce.xml 

***************************************** 

RAAF RADSCHOOL MAGAZINE 

You can check out the latest issue of the Radschool magazine by going to www.radschool.org.au, click on 

Magazines then follow the prompts to the latest volume. 

 

***************************************** 

RAAF Amberley Museum 

Remember to keep an eye on the website for updates on how the WRAAF collection is progressing at 

http://www.raafamberleyheritage.gov.au/women-in-the-air-force.aspx 

***************************************** 

Health and Well-Being Officer 
Maureen Stewart keeps in contact and sends out cards to those who are not well, those supporting a loved one who is 

infirmed or recovering themselves, and to those who have lost a loved one. If you know anyone in these situations let 

Maureen know - morsy@optusnet.com.au or phone her on 3389-5762 or 0424 741 527.  Maureen is keen to expand 

her role and would like to encourage likeminded volunteers to assist her with the hospital and or home visits. 

******************************************** 

Update Your Details 
If you change your email or postal address or phone number PLEASE advise the Secretary ASAP – 

secretary@wraaf.org.au 

 
******************************************* 

Important Email addresses 

To contact our President, Treasurer or Secretary please use the following emails: 

President@wraaf.org.au ; Treasurer@wraaf.org.au ; Secretary@wraaf.org.au 
**************************************** 

Paying for functions, trips etc. 

Payments for membership, functions, fees, clothing etc. can be made to the Treasurer at meetings or 

deposited (electronically or manually) into our Heritage Bank Account.   
****************************************** 

 

 

 One of the old homes at Wiseman 

mailto:gjb41@bigpond.com
http://digital.realviewtechnologies.com/?xml=defencenews_airforce.xml
http://www.radschool.org.au/
http://www.raafamberleyheritage.gov.au/women-in-the-air-force.aspx
mailto:morsy@optusnet.com.au
mailto:secretary@wraaf.org.au
mailto:President@wraaf.org.au
mailto:Treasurer@wraaf.org.au
mailto:Secretary@wraaf.org.au
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WRAAF ACCOUNT  

 Account Name:-  WRAAF Branch Queensland 

 Bank:- Heritage Bank 

 BSB:- 638-070 

 Account No:- 13917374 

 Cheques made out to WRAAF Branch Queensland.   

 Direct deposit – Put  your name on bottom of deposit slip, include reason - fees, functions etc. 

& contact Truus Perry – see below – notifying her  you have made a deposit and what it is for. 
 

************************************ 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FEES  

Membership fees must reach our Treasurer in time to send form & fees to the RAAFA by mid-April. If not 

received by this time you not be financial and must rejoin RAAFA/WRAAF Branch on 1 July. 
Full membership: $32.00 per year    Associate membership/WRAAF membership: $12.00 per year 

 
******************************************** 

YOUR EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 

President:   Carol McCool Phone:  0419 798 567 Email:  president@wraaf.org.au 

Deputy President:  Pam Condie                Email: pcondie@me.com.au  

Secretary:    Janet Noack         Email:  secretary@wraaf.org.au 

Minute Secretary:     Pam Condie                Email: pcondie@me.com.au 

Treasurer:  Truus Perry  Email:  treasurer@wraaf.org.au 

                                                                                 40 Sunnyside Road, Scarborough, Qld 4020 

Assistant Treasurer:   Jill Buckland  Email: jillbuckland@bigpond.com 

***** 

General Committee Members: Jill Buckland, Gillian Shepherd, Eunice Smith, Margaret Humphries 

Please contact an Executive Committee member at any time if you have a question or query 

 
******************************************** 

Email for the newsletter 

If you have anything you would like included in the newsletter – a trip you have been on, a recipe, any 

photos you would like to share - please send them to newsletter@wraaf.org.au   Feedback is invited. 

 
******************************************** 

The WRAAF Website is www.wraaf.org.au   
******************************************** 

 

mailto:president@wraaf.org.au
mailto:president@wraaf.org.au
mailto:pcondie@me.com.au
mailto:secretary@wraaf.org.au
mailto:pcondie@me.com.au
mailto:treasurer@wraaf.org.au
mailto:jillbuckland@bigpond.com
mailto:newsletter@wraaf.org.au
http://www.wraaf.org.au/

